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Of the 1034 patients who have been in the hospital, there were 

Single, including widowers and widows—660—63 4-5 per cent. 
Married, - - - 374—36 1-5 per cent. 

Library of Practical Medicine. —The second, third and fourth volumes of the 
London Edition of this work are on our table. The second volume is appropri¬ 
ated to the various diseases of the nervous system; the third to those of the 
organs of respiration and of the heart; and the fourth to those of the arteries, 
veins, organs of digestion, urinary organs, and female organs of generation. 

These volumes fully maintain the high character which the first one obtained 
for the work, and we doubt not that encouragement will be afforded for their 
republication in this country. 

Jefferson Medical College _The class in this institution, the past Session, ac¬ 

cording to the printed catalogue, numbered 145. 

Vermont Academy of Medicine. —This institution, located at Castleton, has been 
revived with the following faculty: Horace Green, M. D. Theory and Pract. 
Med.; Robt. Nelson, M. D. Gen. and Spec. Anat. and Phys.; James Hadley, M. 
D. Chem. and Pharm.; James Bryan, M. D., Princip. and Pract. of Surg.; Jo¬ 
seph Perkins, M. D. Mat. Med. and Obstetrics; Ralph Gowdey, M. D. Med. 
Jurisp. The number of students at the Session of March 1840, was 57. 

The course of instruction consists of a lecture term, and a reading term. The 
first commences on the second Thursday of March, and continues 14 weeks. 
Fee for the whole course $50. Matriculation $5. 

Reading term from 15th June to 1st March, conducted by Drs. Perkins and 
Jamieson. Fee $36. 

Louisville Medical Institute. —At a commencement held March 10th, 1840, the 
degree of M. D. was conferred on 39 students. 

Samuel D. Gross, M.D. late Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in Cincin¬ 
nati Medical College, has been appointed Professor of Surgery, in the place of 
Dr. Flint, resigned. 

Kemper College _A medical department of this college has been organized in 

the city of St. Louis, Missouri, and the following constitute the Faculty: Jo¬ 
seph McDowell, M. D. Anatomy and Surgery; J. W. Hall,M. D. Theory and 
Practice of Med.; Hiram A. Prout, M. D. Mat. Med. and Med. Bot.; John S. 
Moore, M. D. Inst, of Med. and Obstetrics; John De Wolf, M. D. Chem. and 
Pharin. 

In the circular which has been forwarded to us it is announced that “ A summer 
school is now in successful operation, and a part of the faculty are delivering 
gratuitous lectures to those in attendance.” 

How many students are in attendance on this successful course of gratuitous 
Lectures is not stated. We must express our regret at seeing this boastful an¬ 
nouncement, for it would seem to indicate that this school had entered the field 
to compete for pupils by a recourse to the means formerly adverted to (see No. 
for Nov. 1839, p. 249, and Peb. 1840, p. 413) as being employed by others for the 
same purpose, and which has brought about the existing overcrowded state of 
the profession and must eventually accomplish its complete degradation. 

It is mortifying to us to have to record nothing respecting medical education 
in this country, except additions to our schools, which like Banks have been 
already multiplied so far beyond the wants of the country, that the diplomas of 
the one and the notes of the other, are for the most part considered equally va¬ 
lueless. 

Whilst in France and Great Britain efforts are constantly making to raise the 
standard of qualification for the Doctorate, in this country all that has been done 
is to increase the facilities of entrance; the qualifications seem to be regarded as 
secondary considerations. In France since 1836 no one has been permitted to 
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take his first inscription (enter as a student) unless a master of letters, or to 
take his last inscription, without being a master of sciences: the examinations 
are more rigid than formerly, and an effort is now making to abolish the inferior 
grade of practitioners, the “ officiers de Sante and to allow no one to practice 
medicine or surgery but Graduates in Medicine. 

In Great Britain, the different corporations have all raised the requisites for 
their diplomas within the last few years, and the following extract from the re¬ 
gulations to be observed by candidates for the Diploma of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, Edinburgh, enacted 28th September 1838, will exhibit the views of that 
respectable body. 

“ The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, in revising from time to 
time their regulations respecting the course of study to be followed by candi¬ 
dates for their diploma, have been uniformly anxious to extend and improve the 
education of those who receive that testimonial of qualification, so as more and 
more to secure their being competent to perform their professional duties with 
credit to themselves and advantage to the public. 

“ It will be obvious to all who consider the extended and complicated nature of 
Medical science, that much of the success of the student, in the prosecution of 
its various branches, must depend upon the previous cultivation of his mental 
faculties; and that it is consequently of the utmost importance, both as regards 
the interest of the public, and the future comfort and respectability of the practi¬ 
tioner, that all who apply to the study of Surgery should have previously 
received a liberal education. The College have enacted some regulations hav¬ 
ing the securing of this for their object; and they confidently trust, that medical 
practitioners in every part of the country will be disposed to second their endea¬ 
vours, by recommending to the young men who may be placed under their care, 
or who may apply to them for advice, the study of the Latin, Greek and Modern 
languages, and of Logic, Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, as the best prepa¬ 
ration for entering upon a course of medical and surgical education. And they 
would strongly urge their own Fellow's, as well as all other practitioners, not to 
take any young man as an apprentice, until he shall have gone through such a 
preliminary course.” 

It is time that something similar should be done in this country, and most ear¬ 
nestly do we urge the subject on the attention of the profession, and indeed the 
whole community, who are as much interested in the honour, dignified standing, 
and extensive attainments of practitioners of medicine as the profession itself. 



